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DIOS LE DA PROSPOSITO A LA VIDA
(God gives purpose to life)
An interview with Spanish Chaplain Isaias Maldonado
Pastor Maldonado keeps busy with his dual role of leading a Spanish congregation in Lancaster city, as
well as spending 3 days a week inside Lancaster County Prison (LCP).
Currently, he is mentoring a former drug addict who was well known in the
wrong circles of the city. After a prison sentence, the Lord spoke to this
person telling him to partner with Isaias at his church. The ex-inmate has
been faithful to God and is an encouragement to the church. Meanwhile,
Isaias continues to talk to, pray with and sow many seeds of hope to
Spanish men that are behind bars, knowing that some of them will also be
changed by God and return to their communities as new persons.
SFPM: How did you get involved in prison chaplaincy? I became pastor
of the Maranatha Christian Charismatic Church in 1982. For years, I have
had a burden for the incarcerated. In 1995, I was approved for clergy
visitation at LCP. In 1999, the prison chaplains asked me to start a Bible
study for Spanish speaking inmates. In the summer of 2001, I was hired by
Support for Prison Ministries as a staff chaplain.
SFPM: What is your role behind the bars? I teach two Bible studies per week. In my classes and teachings
I try to be refreshing and practical. I respond to many requests for one-on-one counseling. I escort inmates to
church services and distribute many books and Bibles that are requested by inmates. Above all, I try to be a
listening ear and positive presence. I try to help inmates be aware of and solve their own conflicts, whether
those be within themselves or with another inmate.
SFPM: Is there a difference in pastoring a church and being chaplain in prison? The message of God’s
love for us is the same, but the settings are quite different. I find church to be more routine and steady, with a
variety of persons helping. In prison, my role is more like a parent figure to the guys. Many of them have
little knowledge of God or Biblical principles of how to live. Many are bound by their own walls, not just the
cement block walls of the prison facility.
SFPM: How do you stay motivated to keep coming back? For me, it makes it all worthwhile when one
inmate finds help. When one realizes he is at the bottom and can’t play games anymore. It is so exciting to
hear an inmate, with tears in his eyes, say, “Now I know who Jesus is. I understand how much He loves me”.
Because Jesus becomes real to some inmates is what keeps me going.
(continued on page 2)

Focus on Volunteers
“Volunteers are special and they make a difference”
Chaplain volunteers give about 75 hours per week. This spotlight features these
committed persons who share so much inside the prison walls.

JANICE HESS ministers to women inmates 12 – 15 hours per month.
Twice a month, she leads a Thursday morning church service. She also does some
Sunday evening worship/Bible study services. With her ready smile and outgoing
personality, Janice relates well with one-on-one visits over the weekends. She
enjoys building relationships with needy women, who often come from
dysfunctional situations. She always attempts to speak the truth in love and gets
excited when she sees lives being changed by God’s love. She has seen some
powerful times of praise and prayer as women have opened themselves to the
power of God and the direction of the Holy Spirit.
Janice enjoys teaching and sharing with inmates. She has made some good friends inside prison. She
has kept up with a few women when they got out of prison. It is tough seeing women return back to prison
after they have attempted to change their lives. But some do seek more help and find healing after multiple
times of being in and out of prison.
About 20 years ago, Janice heard someone talk about their involvement in prison ministries and she
was interested. She began by teaching a class at LCP on a monthly basis. In 1995, Janice received a volunteer
badge from the chaplain’s office and has been a volunteer chaplain ever since.
Janice feels the good work that is happening inside prison is the result of faithful people who pray.
There is a group of 8 – 10 retired ladies that meet every Monday night at Landis Homes Retirement
Community to pray for Janice, other chaplains and inmate requests that they receive. We will never know, this
side of heaven, what power and changes happen because of these prayers.
Janice lives near Lancaster and is a member of ACTS Covenant Fellowship Church, where she
occasionally teaches a children’s Sunday School class. Janice is employed by Landis Homes as Activity
Coordinator for residential living. She enjoys walking and spending time with family and friends.
THANK YOU, JANICE, FOR YOUR CHEERFUL AND FAITHFUL CHAPLAIN WORK AT L.C.P.
(continued from page 1)

SFPM: What do you find discouraging? I’m aware that my own attitude can make or break a day. I try to
remember I am going to minister hope and healing, in Jesus name. It is also sad when I need to deliver a
message to an inmate that a loved one has died or is seriously ill. Sometimes these situations lead to increased
ministry time, but often these crisis are hopeless times for the inmate. I am also sorry when inmates turn away
from God, especially when they were hoping for an early release or that “God would deliver them”. However,
I have received letters from persons who had denounced their faith when they received a long sentence in a
state prison, only to realize later that God used that situation to do more work in their lives.
SFPM: Any closing observations for Freedom Focus readers? To work with inmates requires that our lives
are transparent and real. But that is how Jesus wants us to be in all of our lives. Prison ministry has many
challenges and disappointments, but the spiritual rewards are also great. Thanks for all your prayers and
support. We are partners together of the grace of our Lord Jesus.
Isaias Maldonado was born and grew up in Puerto Rico. He moved to New York City at age 17. He and his wife Cecy
live in Lancaster. God has blessed them with a daughter and a son, who are young adults.

COME TO THE ANNUAL AUCTION
OCTOBER 22 & 23, 2010
FARMERSVILLE AUCTION GROUNDS
Auction Services provided by
Kline, Kreider and Good Auctioneers
Friday Evening:
4-7 P.M. Chicken Barbeque (Eat in or take out)
5:00 P.M. Auction of quality merchandise, hardware,
flowers, gift certificates, Winross trucks and
collectible toys, and a big selection of meats and
groceries.
Saturday:
7 A.M. Delicious Pancake and Sausage Breakfast
8:30 A.M. Auction begins with quality merchandise
for home, farm, and business, including framed
pictures, quilts, hand-crafted items, pedal tractors, and
theme baskets.

Our auction goal is to clear $90,000 after expenses,
to be shared with LANCASTER COUNTY PRISON
and YOUTH CENTER CHAPLAINCY
PROGRAMS, EXIT (Ex-Offenders in Transition),
FREEDOM GATE, TRANSITION TO
COMMUNITY, POTTER’S HOUSE and WE CARE
PROGRAMS.
Handmade wooden & leather
items made by inmates and
paintings done by inmates will
be sold throughout the auction
Delicious homemade foods and
baked goods Friday and Saturday

Donations of quality merchandise, theme baskets and gift certificates are
needed. Volunteers needed to help prepare for and work on Auction Day.
For more information, call: Nelson Martin (717 ) 625-0232, Glenn
Hoover (717) 569-2475 or Cliff Martin (717) 336-6411.
VALUABLE GIFT CERTIFICATES
From area businesses for food, lodging,
professional and home services.
Specialty items to be sold:
Pedal tractors, framed paintings, quilts, wall
hangings, shrubbery, flowers, furniture,
tools, hardware, farm and home items, food,
groceries, produce, fruits, and meats.

NEW & ORIGINAL WOODEN
3-D PICTURE
BY LORRAINE REIFF

Since the SFPM annual auction began in 1984, $1.6 million has been contributed to prison ministries.

Have you looked at our website recently?????
Check it out at:
www.supportforprisonministries.org
You’ll find information about the auction, pictures of items for sale, an interactive map and much more!!
You can also read our mission/vision statements, see pictures of staff, and get information about area prison
ministries and aftercare programs.
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Check out our website for updated photos and information: www.supportforprisonministries.org
Greetings from the Chairman of the Board

Ken G. Martin, Denver, PA

As I ponder the past five years, one word comes to mind. That word is change. I’m not
referring to the coins you carry in your pocket, but life changes. Just in the past year alone, Esther
and I celebrated thirty years of mostly wonderful years of marriage, the birth of our seventh
grandchild and an empty nest. I’ve learned change, while not always wanted, is part of life.
Let’s think about the word change and how it applies to our spiritual lives. Fact is we are
changing either for the better or for the not so good. Are you making choices that promote
spiritual growth and cultivate your personal relationship with Jesus? If you focus and channel all your energy on the
physical and material, you will become spiritually bankrupt and find yourself in a prison without walls.
Are you in prison? What are you reading or looking at? What’s your thought life like? Do you feel better when
you have more and worse when you have less? You are in prison if joy is one delivery away, one makeover away or one
bank deposit away. If your happiness comes from something you drive, drink, digest or deposit, then be honest-you’re in
the prison of want. Satan has numerous prisons he’d like to lock you in. The good news is Jesus is waiting to pardon you
and release you from your prison. I’ve visited inmates locked securely behind prison walls who are free in Jesus and I
also relate with people who look good and may even attend church regularly, but are in an unseen prison. I leave you
with this challenge. Are you free? How open to positive change are you? The choice is yours. Jesus is waiting and
won’t disappoint you!

Meet Our Chaplain Staff
Women’s
Chaplain

Lancaster County Prison

Youth Intervention Center

Addiction’s
Counselor

THANKS FOR YOUR ONGOING INVESTMENT IN MISSIONS. For the 2010 year, about $200,000 is
needed in contributions. Donations come from churches, businesses and many interested persons. On behalf
of the SFPM chaplains, and from the many inmates they minister to, THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

