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We live in a fast paced, high tech, instant communication world that promotes power in many areas of life.  But 
as believers, we need to be aware of another reality that is at work among us: Prayer Power.   
 
I recently visited with a Monday evening prayer group at Landis Homes, a retirement community located near 
Lititz, PA.  Six to eight women come out each week to pray for prison ministries.  I felt like I was on “holy 
ground.”   It felt like being with the followers of Jesus who met in the upper room after His ascension. Acts 
1:14 records, “They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of 
Jesus.”  
 
Betty Denlinger is the leader of the group I attended.  
As a prayer guide, they use a monthly prayer letter that 
SFPM prints and also posts on our website.  Betty also 
puts together a quarterly listing with names and details 
of many inmates they have connected with, written to, 
and some have even visited them in prison settings.  
They also pray for chaplain staff, prison administration 
and leaders of aftercare/reentry houses.  
 
I was amazed at their knowledge of and concerns about 
the women, their friends, who are in prison.  They 
prayed with fervor and conviction.  One prayed, “O 
Lord, help _____ with her Christian walk and as she 
deals with other inmates.  Help her daughter to grow to be a strong person without her mother in her life.”   
One prayed over a list of churches that come to Lancaster County Prison to do services.  She boldly asked, 
“Make the Word come alive.  We know God’s Spirit is not bound.”   
 
One woman shared a quote from a recent letter from an inmate who had a hard life, is at a State Prison with a 
life sentence, and is now starting to open up to God’s love and teachings.  She quoted, “I was such a worm, but 
now I feel like I’m in a cocoon and soon believe I will be a beautiful butterfly for Jesus.”      (continued on page 2)  

Janice Hess, Life 
Enrichment Coordinator at 
Landis Homes is also a 
volunteer SFPM chaplain.  
She has been an encourager 
to these prayer warriors at 
Landis Homes and they in 
turn encourage her!  Janice 
has ministered at the 
Lancaster County Prison for 

many years.  She keeps in touch with some women 
when they are released from prison and also travels 
to Muncy State Prison to visit a young lady she met 
at LCP, who is serving a life sentence.  

By Nelson W. Martin 

Landis Homes Prayer Group 



 

COME TO THE  33rd  ANNUAL AUCTION 
 

OCTOBER 21 & 22, 2016 
EPHRATA BUSINESS CENTER 

400 W. Main St, Ephrata 

 

Since the SFPM annual auction began in 1984, over $2.3 million has been contributed to prison ministries. 

Delicious homemade foods and baked goods available Friday evening and Saturday 

Framed pictures 
Some pictures 

made by inmates 

Pedal Tractors 

Theme Baskets 

Quilts, afghans, 
wall hangings 

Many Valuable Gift 
Certificates from 

area businesses for 
food, lodging, 

professional and 
home services. 

We are looking for donations of quality merchandise to sell at the auction.  Please call if you have a donation. 

Prayer Power (continued from page 1) 
 

Another group of women at Landis Homes meet every week for prayer and Bible study.    Led by Fran 
McNeal, they pray for those in prison, for missionaries and for needs of the Landis Homes community.   They  
also receive inmate information from Janice Hess.  
 
As I drove home, I thought about the times over the past years when I heard chaplains tell stories about 
inmates.  Sometimes stories went something like this, “He was such a hard person, so opposed to Bible 
teachings, so argumentative about things of Christian faith.  But then one day it seemed like a light came on – 
he asked for help and became a new person in Christ Jesus.  Isn’t that something.”  I’d just smile and say, 
“Praise God” as I remembered the groups that are praying for those behind bars.  Prayer has power!  Lives are 
being changed! 

Check our website’s Annual Auction Pages for more information at www.supportforprisonministries.org 
Or our facebook page for pictures of items for sale. 

On November 18, Support For Prison Ministries will be part 
of Extraordinary Give, Lancaster County’s Largest Day of 
Giving.  
 
Any donation made online at www.extragive.org on that day 
will be stretched by $300,000 from the Lancaster County 
Community Foundation and their presenting sponsors.  
 
Please consider supporting us on November 18.  Thank you!! 



 
 
 
 

 

Ed Bare is a volunteer chaplain who spends time meeting with inmates;  

listening, praying, and sharing 

As chaplains we often are asked questions about prison from people who have not been inside the walls of a 
prison. The questions range from conditions in prison to what is a chaplain and what do we do. My favorite 
question is, as a chaplain what have you learned or what surprised you most about the ministry? 
 
I've thought about that question over the years and two things come to my mind. The first is that inmates are 
people just like any one else. Often the media paints the men as monsters but when we sit down in a private 
place and hear the personal stories and see the eyes filled with tears and see the regret and pain I often realize 
that, but by the grace of God, it could easily be me. And as I search my heart, I realize that I am as much in 
need of God's mercy as the worst hardened inmate. The Bible is accurate when it says all are sinners. We are 
all a mess. We all need a Savior.  
 
And the second of many learned lessons is that, although prison ministry is very difficult, there is some lasting 
fruit. I am more confident than ever in the power of Jesus name to change a life if one wants help. Some men 
hear the gospel and are not interested in it. Some men hear the gospel and quit when things get tough, but some 
men are serious about following Jesus Christ and their lives are changed. There is no greater thrill in the world 
than to see a life changed by Christ.  
 
Please pray for us. This is difficult and it is easy to get discouraged but knowing that people are supporting us 
along the way blesses us.  

M e e t  o u r  n e w  c h a p l a i n s  
Lem James, YIC, lives in Millersville with his wife Cindi and son Michael. He attends The Gathering 

Church. He graduated from Lancaster Bible College and is currently working on his Master’s Degree at 

Evangelical Seminary.  A favorite verse of Lem’s is Ephesians 2:8-10: 

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a 
result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 
************************************************************************* 

Kenny Bowman, LCP, lives in Lancaster with his wife Kyonna and sons Diante and Kenyon.  Kenny has 

worked in counseling for over 15 years and also has been involved in youth ministry. He is licensed for 

ministry through the Journey Church in Strasburg, PA.  A favorite verse of Kenny’s is Ephesians 3:20: 

Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely 
more than we might ask or think.  
  ************************************************************************ 

Tyrone Hightower, LCP, has studied at Baltimore School of the Bible. He has been involved at LCP as a 

volunteer since 2008. He is licensed for prison ministry through the Worship Center in Leola. He lives in 

Dover, PA with his wife, Vernell, who also has been a key volunteer at LCP since 2008. 

Mick Wolfe, LCP, has been involved in prison ministry since 2001. He is the founder of Common Clay 

Ministries and has a pastor and missionary background through YWAM. He is ordained through the 

Alliance of Mennonite Evangelical Congregations. He & his wife, Deb, are parents to three daughters and 

grandparents to eight grandchildren.  A favorite verse of Mick’s is Ezra 7:10: 

Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the LORD and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and 
ordinances in Israel. 
************************************************************************* 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT: The Prisoner’s Heart 
By Del Burkholder, SFPM Director 

 

Often in training for prison work organizations teach prison workers on how to discern the way a criminal thinks. This can be a good 
teaching for individuals who are often naïve to the ways of prison. It points out the different methods of manipulation a prisoner may 
use, but sometimes it can bring out a very negative view of prisoners. 
 

I would like to briefly bring out some positive things I have seen of the prisoner’s heart. They often have a great compassion for life. 
I remember a story told by one of my ministry colleagues, Delmar Weaver, when he was a chaplain for We Care in Alabama.  He 
was in a counseling session with an inmate and Delmar stepped on a bug and the inmate asked Delmar, “Why did you do that? The 
bug didn’t do anything to you.” Incarcerated, often you will find the value of life, even of bugs.  I have also seen hardened criminals 
bring back bread from the chow hall to drop clandestinely for the pigeons in the yard. I have preached in prisons recently on John 
11:35 where, “Jesus wept.” I tell the men it is ok to show emotions and I could tell by from the audiences faces most of the hardened 
criminals had been at that place already.  
 

Once a year, my wife Tammy and I go to Kentucky and sell puppets to ventriloquists to raise money for the prison work. One year at 
the convention we saw a policeman from Norway performing. He was not only a good ventriloquist, but also an excellent illusionist, 
where he took a mannequin type object and with rapid clothing changes turned it into 5-6 different types of criminals and drug users 
on the street. But at the end of the act he pulled a red heart out from the object that was slumped over, and said in a sad but tender 
voice, “Don’t forget, even criminals have a heart.”   
 

Thank you for praying for our chaplains as they share the love of Jesus with criminals who have a heart. 

$294,500

$70,500

$55,000

2016 Budget: $420,000 

Funding to related 
ministries from 
auction 

Expenses Income 

Annual Auction 

Accounting, 
Promotion, 
Administration, 
Fundraising 

Contributions 
Needed 

Chaplain’s wages, 
Bibles, Christian 
Literature, office 
expenses 

County 
contracts for 
chaplaincy 
services at 
LCP and YIC 

A self-addressed envelope is enclosed for your gift to partner with SFPM.  THANK YOU !!    


