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This year’s 35th annual Benefit Auction was a fast moving, well attended
event held at the Ephrata Business Center on October 26 and 27. Three
times during the auction, we called for a halt in the action to hear an update
or testimony from persons being helped by prison ministries. One of these
men shared a moving testimony of how God is working in and through his
changed life. He held up a well-worn Bible and said, “This has been with
me in several PA state prisons, and you know what, I received it from the
chaplains at Lancaster County Prison.” Auction attendees were then asked
to donate dollars to buy Bibles and inspirational books for prisoners. At the
end of the auction, $7,100 had been given by 90 donors. These three auction
halt times became like “holy moments.”
The SFPM Prison Ministries Benefit Auction again broke all sales records to
date. We closed with $137,473 after expenses to share with six prison
ministry groups. This year, SFPM received enough donations before the
auction to cover all expenses, so that all dollars from the sale went to the
ministries. Also, $3,500 was given by area businesses for matching funds.
This meant that a number of designated items sold were doubled by the
matching fund.
For the 2018 auction, we had an abundance of high-quality items to sell.
Two 3-D pictures, made by
Lorraine Reiff, sold for a total of $8,600. Quilts, tools, and hand-made wooden items brought good prices. A
big Winross truck and collectible toy auction filled a second auction room area on Friday evening. Food
stands, with chicken dinners, a buffet breakfast, other homemade hot foods,
and baked goods, totaled almost $22,000.
Auction set up, sale day jobs, and clean up were done by board volunteers
and men from the aftercare agencies working side by side. This was a new
and exciting adventure for
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several ex-inmates who had
recently
been
released.
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Several years ago, we started
using this phrase on our auction advertising: “Your dollars make
a difference.” That was true again this year, but we are deeply
aware that the auction is much more than dollars received. It is
gracious, loving people, hard working volunteers, generous
businesses who donate quality items. . . . all for the cause of
helping those in prison and aftercare.
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Chaplain’s Corner
Seth Crouse
It has been about 5 years since I first stepped into an Alabama state prison, through We Care Program Renew
Hope ministry, and about a year since I stepped in as a chaplain at Lancaster County Prison. In this past year
I’ve experienced many prayers, brokenness, pain, bondage, and best of all; men choosing to follow Jesus! One
of the things I love each week is the opportunity to connect with the men in prison.
To many of them, the idea of connecting with someone who wants to just listen to them with no other motives
other than to just care for them is absurd! So why do we value connection? Have you ever tried to live life
disconnected?
Every experience we have in life involves a connection, to someone or something. As followers of Jesus we
have a connection. This connection breaks bondage’s, heals the wounds both physical and emotional, brings
life into our world, and ultimately satisfies our hunger and thirst! Through our connection with Jesus we then
can allow ourselves to become connected with those who need the healer, who need the chain breaker, who
need the love and tender care. It’s the connection that gives our ability to love, feel, and fight for those around
us as God has loved, felt, and fought for each of us!
Jesus said in John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”
I would encourage you to go and read John chapter 15. I’m challenged each and every day to remain
connected, first with our Father in heaven, then to allow that love to over flow and connect with all those we
come into contact with. Never for our glory but all glory be given to God.

Prison Ministry Seminar
Saturday, March 2, 2019
8am - 3pm at Hinkletown Mennonite Church
Breakfast and lunch provided
Learn more about prison ministry with seminars by
chaplains and prison evangelists.
Presented by Support For Prison Ministries, We Care,
Outward Focus, and others.
Featuring Jim Newsom, Del Burkholder, We Care,
Chaplains, and many more fulltime prison workers.
For more information or to register please email
sfpm@dejazzd.com

SEASON’S
GREETINGS
On behalf of the board of
directors and the chaplain
staff of Support for Prison
Ministries, we wish you all a blessed Christmas.
May you take time to truly worship Jesus, not
only as a baby in the manger, but as King of
Kings and Lord of Lords. Just as the wise men
came with their gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh, may we give our resources, talents, and
hearts to follow the Lord Jesus.
We also encourage you to pray for and
remember those in prison during the holidays.
For many, this can be the loneliest part of the
year, as they remember past times with family
and loved ones. Our ministry needs about
$60,000 in contributions during December.
Your gifts will help us balance the 2018 year
and have funds to begin another year, as we
continue to share God’s hope and healing to
those behind the bars.

Down through the years, various Christians have been involved in sharing the Good News of Jesus to those in
prison. Mennonite church papers listed several stories in the 1970’s of pastors and several groups that were
attempting to do local prison ministry. A Lancaster Offenders Ministries Council was formed in 1975 to have
regular Bible studies at Lancaster County Prison. Sometime in the 1980’s, a more organized chaplain
program was set up by the Lancaster County Council of Churches. Soon there were several Mennonite
church leaders involved in this fledgling outreach to those who were incarcerated.
Another connection to SFPM history was written in southern Alabama. Martin
and Anna Weber moved from a farm in Pennsylvania to Atmore, Alabama in
1963. Martin was soon involved as a lay preacher at the Atmore Prison Farm and
a few years later was hired by Alabama Department of Corrections (DOC) as a
chaplain. His work grew and by the early 1980’s various volunteer prison
chaplains became involved with We Care Program. A number of these young
persons were from eastern PA and the experience of doing prison ministry in
Alabama made a lasting impression on them.

Youth Intervention Center

Lancaster County Prison

Some of them came home to Lancaster area and began helping in various ways
within the Lancaster County Prison (LCP) and Barnes Hall (now called Youth
Intervention Center). During this time, a non-profit board was formed and named
Support for Prison Ministries. The board of directors received an IRS non-profit
501(c)(3) charity status in l988. For several years, they conducted local benefit
auctions for the Alabama ministry. Then requests came to help a newly formed
Hope Way program, whose purpose was to disciple ex-offenders.

In 1993, the Lancaster County Council of Churches transferred their LCP/Barnes
Hall ministries to SFPM. The March 1993 Council of Churches newsletter quoted, “After much discussion
and prayerful considerations, the administrative and financial responsibility of the prison chaplaincy will be
taken over by a newly formed non-profit, Support for Prison Ministries.” Early SFPM chaplains were David
Myer, followed by Al Huber, Marvin Reed, and Faye Stauffer. The SFPM chaplains and programs grew
during the 1990’s. Committed volunteers, as well as several full-time staff, became involved. An active
board raised funds, did publicity to churches, and were involved with supporting the chaplains in many ways.
In 1999, Nelson Martin was invited to become the first paid director. Nelson had a background in business
and church leadership. Nelson’s visionary work developed a mailing list, a website, more organized policies
and guidelines for staff, and a quarterly Freedom Focus newsletter. SFPM told their story in many churches
and to various business and non-profit groups. A monthly prayer letter was followed by many people.
Nelson retired as director at the end of 2014. He continues with SFPM a day or two a week, doing monthly
accounting, public relations, and working with the annual benefit auction.
Del Burkholder became the new SFPM director on January 1, 2015. Del had already been involved in
Streams of Life prison ministries that shared in PA state prisons. Del’s work brought more involvement and
awareness of prison ministries outside of Lancaster County. During the year of 2017, Streams of Life merged
its ministries into SFPM to give a stronger base for outreach. In the fall of 2018, SFPM began to support
chaplaincy services in the Schuylkill County PA prison, coordinated by Jubilee Ministries.
God is so faithful. We count on the Biblical promise as we do our work that “some sow, some water, and
some gather the harvest.”
And as we move forward into 2019 we look forward to seeing God continue to write the story of SFPM
through the inmates that we work with on a daily basis. We give God all the glory for every year that SFPM
has been able to work in the prison systems. We praise Him for His faithfulness!

Income
Annual Auction

Contributions
Needed

2018 Budget: $435,000

Expenses

Funding to related ministries from auction
$57,500
$70,000

$115,000
$213,302
$106,698

County contracts for chaplaincy
services at LCP and YIC

$307,500

Accounting,
Promotion,
Administration,
Fundraising

Chaplain’s wages and Benefits,
Bibles, Christian Literature,
Chaplain office expenses

You can make on-line donations to Support for Prison Ministries.
www.supportforprisonministries.org
Click on the Donate tab
Check out our website for updated photos and information: www.supportforprisonministries.org
P.O. Box 134, Lititz, PA 17543
(717) 859-5519
Email: info@supportforprisonministries.org
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT
By Del Burkholder, SFPM Director
It has been a time of change in the Pennsylvania prison system, whether at the state or county level, security
has become the prerequisite over many programs, including religious programs. Because of the slimming
down of outside groups coming into institutions it has made the work of staff chaplains even more important
in communicating the Gospel to men and women behind bars.
I really appreciate the excellent chaplains and staff we have at Lancaster County Prison that know how to
minister the gospel of Jesus Christ to inmates and to still satisfy the needs of security for the prison. Also, we
are seeing a revival in Schuylkill County Prison now that chaplains have been placed there for the first time,
in a joint project we have with Jubilee Ministries from Lebanon.
Please keep us in prayer and financial consideration that we can continue to be able to place trained Biblical
chaplains in available prisons during these changing times.
Jesus said, “Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest.” John 4:35

