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COVID-19 came fast. We had just completed a very successful SFPM 
prison conference on March 7th and within a week lockdowns were 
already beginning and events were being cancelled. Prison ministry 
was going to change as very few prison ministries would be allowed 
to operate within their prison. This was not the case though at 
Lancaster County Prison (LCP) as most of our chaplains continued 
their work. What follows is some of Support For Prison Ministries 
work inside prison during the worldwide COVID-19 outbreak. 

By Wednesday, March 11, Ohio state prisons had gone into lockdown. 
I had a conversation with LCP Chaplaincy Coordinator, Katie Harnish, 
but she had not heard anything on a lockdown yet at the prison.  

On Thursday, March 12, I received official notification that all PA 
state prisons had gone into lockdown. Our Streams of Life Chaplains 
were informed that all chapel services were discontinued, and we 
were not able to minister physically in the State prisons anymore.  

Then on Friday, March 13, I received a call from Katie that LCP was 
on lockdown and only our paid staff would be allowed in the prison. 
That meant our volunteer and contract chaplains would be restrict-
ed from going into LCP. All programming was also cancelled, includ-
ing Bible studies, church services, and pastor visits. 

At the Youth Intervention Center, Chaplaincy Coordinator Jeryl 
Zimmerman, said that only our paid chaplain staff was being allowed 
in there also and closed to volunteers or volunteer group.    

Chaplain staff shared their thoughts during this time. 

Chaplains are permitted to continue delivering religious materials and 
be on the blocks talking with inmates. There is a lot of fear and anxiety, 
as we all have been experiencing, but it is heightened, as you can imag-
ine when they are in an isolated situation already.  

We have had many opportunities to minister to inmates and staff. We 
miss our volunteers! And are looking forward to when we can conduct 
studies and church services again.  

Thanks for your continued support during this time! Keep praying for 
inmates and staff alike, that they would seek Jesus as the Prince of 
Peace during this time of unrest. 

A young lady I have been meeting with has started looking up verses in 
the Bible. She commented how she has felt so much peace—peace she 
has not felt in a while. She noted how she is feeling excited about her 
future for the first time in a long time. (Katie Harnish 
Chaplaincy Coordinator LCP)  

COVID-19 and SFPM Chaplain’s Work By Del Burkholder 

A  N E W L E T T E R  F O R  T H E  I N C A R C E R A T E D

We have three different correspondence Bible courses that inmates can 
do here at LCP. The requests for these studies has grown. I have enjoyed 
reading inmate responses to the questions and encouraging them to 
continue learning about Jesus and growing in His love for them. We 
have been handing out many more books and Bibles than normal 
because the inmates have more time on their hands. We are so thankful 
that we have the books, Bibles, and Bible Study courses to hand out to 
the inmates. (Jewel Sensenig LCP Office) 

During these times God has shown me even more the importance of 
caring for those in prisons. With visitation, Church services, Bible 
studies and other privileges being removed from the prisons due to 
Covid-19 the necessity for community has been magnified for these men 
and women. Intimate relationships with Christ are growing in the midst 
of this storm. (Chaplain Kenny Bowman) 

I am convinced that God is still present during this unusual and poten-
tially stressful time. I recognize His goodness in my life and in the lives 
of others at the Youth Intervention Center. I am encouraged to witness 
young people praying, quoting scripture and learning to observe God's 
love for them during this difficult time. We do not need to be trauma-
tized if we stay close to Jesus. (Jeryl Zimmerman Youth 
Intervention Center Chaplaincy Coordinator)  

Some challenges dealing with Covid-19 in a prison setting is that it 
can spread rapidly to prisoners in a confined space. Lancaster 
County Prison officials did a very good job managing COVID-19 
during this time and are to be commended. There were several 
inmates and staff, as well as one of our chaplains, who tested positive 
for Covid-19. Thankfully, all have recovered. We are grateful that 
our other chaplains remained healthy and we continue to pray for 
health for all within the walls of LCP. 

As Director, I am proud of our chaplains answering the call from 
God to continue working in the prison during this virus. There was 
no hesitation from our Chaplains. They wanted to be on the front-
lines at prison during this time. Their service to the Kingdom will not 
go unnoticed by our Lord and Savior.  

I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked  
after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.  

Matthew 25:36



D E L ’ S  T H O U G H T S
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During the global lockdown of 2020 
the world changed, and it changed fast. 
People in general got just a small pic-
ture of what it is like to be in prison. 
Now let’s be completely honest; a home 
is still not quite as confined as living in a 
prison or cell. As one inmate told me 
years ago, it is equivalent to living in 
your bathroom with another person. 
Also, no officers bark out orders in your 
own home - unless one counts their 
own spouse giving orders. It still gives 
the public an idea of confinement.  

Even in my own life I have felt restric-
tions like I never felt before. As many 

of you inmates know, my wife Tammy has a terrible neurological illness called 
Multiple Systems Atrophy, and as I write she is pretty much bed-ridden. Your 
prayers are much appreciated during this season of illness in our marriage. I 
have been blessed to have traveled often in ministry in the past, even around 
the world, and now I find myself spending most of the time inside my house 
as a caregiver. Tam and I have been trusting Jesus through this terrible illness, 
but on bad days we often still ask God, “Why?” It has been written,” Don’t ask 
God why He is allowing something to happen. Ask Him what He wants you 
to learn in the midst of it!” Sometimes we wonder where God is taking us. In 
John 3:8, Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as the wind taking a person in the 
direction He wants them to go. Sometimes we find ourselves in situations we 
don’t want to be in, but God will still use it us for His purpose, not for our 
wants. If we want to walk in the footsteps of Jesus we need to follow Him, not 
asking Him to follow behind us. To be like Christ is to walk in His steps. 
(1Peter 2:21) 

Confinement and God’s Will

Del & Tammy Burkholder

Marvin Lyons has been serving those behind bars for 29 years. Support For Prison Ministries Director, Del Burkholder, recently 
sat down with Marvin to hear his story of redemption, salvation, and ministry.  

Tell us about your early family life. I was born in Baltimore, Maryland and was the second oldest of six children. My 
parents divorced when I was 9 years old. I felt abandonment and rejection. I was bitter with my father over the divorce and 
we were estranged. My mom and I also didn’t get along well because I resembled my father and I felt like she was extra hard 
on me. After I became a Christian, God reconciled me with both of my parents and many hurts were healed.  

What was your turning point to Christ? I was using drugs; with marijuana being my drug of choice. I was working as 
an assistant chef at a country club and one day I was riding on a bus in Baltimore and a man by the name of Denny Denison 
approached me. Denny had moved from Utica, New York with a church plant and we were riding the same bus. He asked 
me a very simple question: “I believe in Jesus, do you?” I do not know why he picked me out from all the other people on 
the bus. He gave me a tract with the address of the church. The tract was called, “Purpose in Life.” I contacted the church 
and Denny. Later, after receiving Christ, I started volunteering with the church. Denny and I became good friends and min-
istered together often.  

Tell us about your family and work. My wife, Liz, and I have 5 adult children and 2 beautiful granddaughters. I work for Howell’s Glass and have been 
employed there for 33 years. During most of this time I have also been volunteering in prison ministry as a chaplain. We attend DOVE Church.  

What called you to Prison Ministry? I was living in Lancaster and my friend, Andrew Bailey, introduced me to prison ministry. Dave Myer was the chaplain 
in 1989. We were doing church services and the services included, at that time, both male and female. It was around 1994 and 1995 that Al Huber invited me to 
be a volunteer chaplain. Cody Hall also was a chaplain at that time. My eyes were opened to the spiritual needs of prisoners. Previously, my ministry had been on 
the streets but now I realized the need for prison ministry. I have been a chaplain at Lancaster County Prison for 29 years. I have also ministered at the Lancaster 
Youth Intervention Center for 29 years. 

What is a fulfillment in your prison work? Seeing some of the individuals I have ministered to in prison over the years that are now serving Christ today. A while 
back I was at a church service where one of them was preaching and another ex-inmate was part of the worship. It is amazing to see what God has done in their lives.  

What are some of the low points of your ministry? I remember coming back from the prison training at Taylor University and I injured my knee playing basket-

G U E S T  C H A P L A I N : M A R V I N  L Y O N S

As. a teacher over the years, I have 
been a big proponent of the will of 
God being necessary for a believer’s 
success. We all need to get in His 
will and let Him be the engineer. 
When our train leaves the station 
we need to observe the ride and the 
scenery the train takes you on. It 
doesn’t hurt for us to pick up a shov-
el and feed the engine some coal 
occasionally though.  

Tidbits 

Since we last were together, we have seen the passing of Ravi Zacharias, with-
out doubt in our generation the greatest Christian apologist. All of us who min-
ister, whether teaching or writing, have used his wisdom. What I liked about 
Ravi was that he defended God and the Bible in the most hostile secular uni-
versities in the world. Those audiences, though disagreeing with Ravi’s position, 
seemed to never personally attack him, but usually had a hidden respect for 
him. It’s a lesson for all of us as we present our position to those who disagree 
with us. I am sure Ravi has heard, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” on his 
entrance into heaven.  

I also want to note that even though the majority of our chaplains are working 
in county prisons, I have not been able to go into the state DOC system. You all 
have been an important part of my life and I truly miss every one of you. I am 
not sure how long the volunteer restriction will last, but even when they come 
off, my travel will be greatly decreased for this year as I need to spend time at 
home by Tam’s side during her illness.  

Till we meet again. Stay strong and allow God’s will to dictate your steps. 
Del Burkholder  

Marvin Lyons



Streams of Life                                                                                              3                                                                           Volume 15, Summer 2020

E D I T O R ’ S  R E M A R K S

Marvin Lyons continued from page 2

Choosing Perspective 
The weather station issued another frost advisory. 

“What?!” My normally mild-mannered friend exploded with uncharacteristic animation. “But we’re already ten days 
past the last frost date!”  

Mother’s Day is considered the last frost date in southcentral Pennsylvania. It’s the much-anticipated date when 
cabin-fevered gardeners can plant tender flowers and vegetables with confidence. Not this year. Because of forecasts 
for unseasonably chilly nights I had delayed planting, but no sooner had I put them in the ground, and temperatures 
dipped again. On three consecutive nights, I had carried my potted plants indoors and then trudged to the garden to 
protect my young tomatoes and peppers with sheets. Then came a few days and nights of warmer weather - and now 
this threat again.  

“Wait! What weather station do you watch?” my friend asked.  

She didn’t like my answer. “I’m going to check my favorite,” she said, and whipped out her phone. After a silent 
minute of scrolling, she lifted her head with defiance. “Yours says thirty-two degrees; mine says thirty-three. I choose 
to believe my source and that’s the end of that.” 

We both laughed, for our conversation about the weather came on the heels of a lengthy discussion about our tumul-
tuous times amidst coronavirus and the counting of cases and deaths. About CDC guidance and changing opinions on the wearing of masks. Stay-at-
home orders and noncompliance of those orders. Finger-pointing and name-calling. Endless rounds of politicians and doctors and financial analysts 
shouting their opinions, each one louder than the other. Social media exploding with conspiracy theories, speculations, and end-time prophecies. 
Facebook posts from a friend of a friend of a distant cousin who works an overwhelmed ER in New York City and smells death every day, all day long; 
and recopied posts from a grade school friend about her brother’s aunt’s sister-in-law who is a nurse in an unnamed city and sits in the Covid testing 
tent, twiddling her thumbs while she awaits the long lines of sick people who never come by. 

“I don’t know who or what to believe anymore,” I said. 

My friend shrugged her shoulders. “Some of it depends on what you want to believe.” 

Don’t misunderstand me. Truth is untouched by what I want it to be. No matter how desperately I want to believe in flying pink elephants, the species 
will never exist. My friend’s sincere belief in warmer temperatures could not protect her gerbera daisies.  

I still haven’t sorted out the truths or miscalculations/misrepresentations/misunderstandings surrounding coronavirus and I never will. Neither will 
you. Our mindset, however, plays a crucial role in our perspective in troubling times. The Apostle Paul packed a lot of directives into Philippians 4, 
where he urged believers to “rejoice in the Lord always”. He hastened to repeat himself. “Again I will say, ‘Rejoice.’” Paul lived in perilous times of 
his own but knew how crucial it is to maintain a God-perspective. In later verses he instructed us to think on those things that are true, honorable, 
pure, lovely, commendable, and excellent. We all know there’s precious little of those qualities in today’s headlines. So what do we do with that? Stick 
our heads in the sand and think only positive thoughts? Will that change the storms in our world? 

Paul didn’t advise us to pretend that all is right with the world but told us to bring our prayers and supplications (those conflicted fears, real or imag-
ined) to God with thanksgiving. I confess, gratefulness doesn’t spring easily in these dark days. That just shows how very earthly and self-absorbed I 
am. But when I find strength in the words of scripture, when I declare truth in praise and worship music, when I contemplate God’s care for me, when 
I reach out to help others in need, something happens in my mind and heart. 

I cannot calm the storms in my world, but I can change the tempest in my mind. Those speculative headlines that feed angst in the sleepless hours of 
the night? I’m learning to not read them if they include words like “may” or “likely” or “perhaps”. Much of it turns out to be sensationalism for ratings’ 
sakes. And the social media posts from far-flung sources that may or may not exist? I’m trying to be more judicious. I’m looking for those reasons to 
rejoice and to be thankful – and they are unending. I’m deliberately working to silence those voices that steal peace and rest in my Savior who sees 
all the craziness around us.  

Job, the Old Testament patriarch who lost all that was near and dear to him, was subject to the clamor of voices talking over each other, trying to make 
sense of his loss. In Job 19:25 he declared, “I know that my Redeemer lives!” It was a tremendous statement of faith and hope in the darkest of situa-
tions. It was what he wanted to believe, founded in Whom he chose to believe.  

That perspective made all the difference for Job. And that perspective makes a difference today, too. It’s my choice, and yours. 

Esther Zeiset

ball. I was out of work for six months. I had five children to support. My wife had a part-time nursing job and I wondered how God was going to provide for our 
family. God was able to provide through that situation through the generosity of many.  

What are some verses of inspirations that have carried you through your ministry? I have tried to always listen to the still small voice of God (1 
Kings 19:12.) Another group of verses I love are Matthew 11:28-30, where Jesus tells us to take His yoke upon us for it is easy and His burden is light. John 14:1-3 
also means a lot to me.  

What message would you leave for someone getting involved in prison ministry? Just stay the course. Be committed. Make sure your call to prison 
is God’s voice and not your own voice. Be flexible in situations. Accept the bitter with the sweet. If God has called you to do it, don’t stop, just keep following 
through.  

Thank you, Marvin, for your many years of service to those behind bars! 
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If you would desire to financially support Streams of Life Ministries’ work 
in prison and churches, you are welcome to give, as you are able. All  

donations are tax deductible, and will be followed with a receipt to the 
donor. If you are an inmate, we ask you not to donate to 
Streams of Life as it could jeopardize our status in the  

institutions in which we minister. 

Checks can be made payable to: Streams of Life Prison Ministry 
Support for Prison Ministries 
PO Box 727  
Brownstown, PA 17508 

To contact Streams of Life Prison Ministry 
717.859.5519 

sfpm@dejazzd.com 
www.SupportForPrisonMinistries.com

If you would like to be taken off the Streams of Life newsletter mailing list, 
please let us know by emailing delspeak@dejazzd.com or writing to  

Streams of Life Ministries, PO Box 727, Brownstown, PA 17508

If you are an inmate and would like a free copy  
of Del’s popular book on spiritual warfare,  

“Soldiers of the Cross”,  
you may request a free copy by writing  

Streams of Life Ministries 
PO Box 727 

Brownstown, PA 17508 
 
 

If you are a  
PA inmate, please 
include the new 
proper ship to 

address that the 
DOC requires for 

books from  
publishers with 

your request. 
 

Due to prison  
policy, we are not 
allowed to send to 

anyone else but 
the requesting 

inmate.


