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Guy Giordano’s passion is to see 
broken people come to wholeness 
through Jesus. That passion stirred 
in 1981 when he recognized his 
own need for forgiveness, and it 
has shown itself in varied ways 
throughout the years. Shortly after 
Guy’s conversion, he began devot-
ing his Saturdays at a boys’ school, 
and later, at Luzerne County Jail. 

In 2001, God used unusual means 
to move Guy into state prison 
chaplaincy. As a truck driver, he 

struck up conversation on his CB with a fellow driver, John Ritchey, 
who mentioned that he worked as a parttime chaplain at SCI 
Mahanoy. Something stirred within Guy, and John urged Guy to get 
in touch with Jubilee Ministries in Lebanon, PA, which places chap-
lains in state and county jails. By June of 2001, Guy got a contract 
through Jubilee to work at Mahanoy. 

At Mahanoy, Guy teamed with Chaplain Nelson Zeiset to build the 
prison church. Population exceeded 2,000 men and there was much 
Kingdom work to be done. Guy carried the Gospel message beyond 
the chapel walls to visit on the prison blocks and in the Restricted 
Housing Unit (RHU), also known as The Hole. Some inmates there 
thought Guy looked somewhat like Jerry Springer, and his arrival on 
the unit was often met with raucous chants of “Jer-ry! Jer-ry!” and a 
wild banging against the cell doors. If being likened to Jerry Springer 
was any indication, Guy’s work was cut out for him!  

Chaplains Giordano and Zeiset established prayer groups and 
formed a Men of Faith team to multiply godly leaders within the 
prison church. Bible studies and attendance at Sunday worship serv-
ices increased, and spiritual growth and maturity was evident in a 
core group of believers as they allowed the Holy Spirit to regenerate 
their lives. 

Guy spoke of his time at Mahanoy as an incubator for ministry. 
“Chaplain Zeiset was a good mentor and discipled me for further 
ministry,” he said. “We worked together well and gained respect 
from both staff and inmates.” 

But God had other work for Guy. In 2010, he left Mahanoy to fill a 
chaplaincy position at SCI Retreat. In addition to leading Bible stud-
ies and conducting worship services, Guy reached out to the larger 
prison community through a therapeutic gardening project. In the 
third year of the project, the Department of Corrections ran an arti-
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cle about the successful program in their newsletter. By then, hun-
dreds of pounds of produce had been donated to local food centers 
for distribution to those who could not afford healthy produce. 
Back-to-back seasonal crops such as carrots, lettuce, broccoli, and 
garlic were among vegetables raised by hand. Prison security policies 
did not allow for the use of power tools so work in the gardens was 
done by hand. No chemicals or commercial fertilizer were used. The 
produce was totally organic.  

Then came news of SCI Retreat’s closure. And COVID-19 hap-
pened. Programs within prisons shut down. 

But Guy didn’t. He found other ways to minister to people. “I don’t 
think Barb and I have the sense to get old,” he said. Retirement 
doesn’t seem to be in the near future for him and his wife. Barb 
works for The Ark, a crisis pregnancy center, and Guy answered the 
call to pastor Slocum Chapel in Exeter, PA. Always the energetic 
visionary and innovator, Guy reaches out to lead broken people to 
Christ. During the period of COVID restrictions, an AA group of 
about 60 people held outdoor meetings around a campfire at the 
church. Those contacts, combined with Barb’s contacts at the preg-
nancy center, have drawn people to their Sunday worship services.  

Guy has faced some low times in ministry. “It is hard to deal with 
those who, by their own doing, messed up their lives and have no 
chance of ever getting out of prison,” he said. He recalled a time 
when an inmate requested a long-term prayer focus on lifers. His 
request did not stop with asking God for grace and wisdom to navi-
gate a life sentence in prison, but for the miracle of release. “We 
prayed for several years before it happened,” said Guy in a refer-
ence to the 2016 United States Supreme Court ruling that allowed 
for resentencing for those juvenile offenders who were previously 
serving life-without-parole sentences. Lewis Lee, an SCI Mahanoy 
Christian inmate, was among those who was granted release after 
40-some years. 

“Opposition from those who say I’m wasting my time in prison min-
istry is tough too,” Guy said. But he doesn’t dwell on such nay-say-
ing. His joy and motivation for continued ministry is seeing broken 
people becoming whole through Christ, and in turn, they go on to 
ministering to others. He mentioned Michael Clancy, a former 
inmate, who now serves in Lebanon, PA, as an urban missionary and 
a pastor. 

In addition to his ministry at Slocum Chapel, Guy eyes other oppor-
tunities for ministry in prison and beyond. How long will passion for 
broken people burn within Guy? “As long as I have breath,” he says. 

Pastor Guy & Barb Giordano
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“Fear not” is a common expression 
used in the Bible, very often by 
Jesus too. As I was pondering the 
world’s response to an unknown 
fear last year, I came across this old 
saying from a book I had in my 
library: 

“An oriental legend tells of the 
desert traveler, who, one night met 
Fear and Plague, going to Baghdad 
where they expected to kill 10,000 
persons. The traveler asked Plague 
if he would do all the killing and 

Plague answered, "Oh, no, I shall kill only a few hundred and my 
friend Fear will kill the others.” 

How relevant today in our world with COVID as it seems fear has 
gripped humanity, and in some instances, the fear was worse than 
the disease itself. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt famously stated during another dark time in 
our nation’s history, “There is nothing to fear except fear itself."  

During this last year or so with COVID, I observed the difference in 

Fear Not

Del & Tammy Burkholder

Support For Prison Ministries/Streams of Life is thankful for the work of one of our veteran  
chaplains and addiction teachers, Joe Bird. Joe is a 79-year-old warrior for Christ who has recently 
moved to Cary, North Carolina with his wife Linda. I first met Joe when I started with SFPM in 
2015. I have always enjoyed our time together and have a great respect for him as I always appre-
ciated his honest and hard hitting style of bringing Jesus to inmates. We caught up with him before 
he left for North Carolina to talk a bit about his ministry at Lancaster County Prison.  

How did you come to Christ, Joe?  

I was born in Georgia and from 1959 to 1970 did 4 tours as a U.S. soldier in Vietnam. I was on the 
way to fight as a mercenary, a hired professional soldier for a foreign country, when I came to 
Christ. I no longer own a weapon and I am now a man of peace. My military background helped 
me in my service to Christ. I am a warrior for Christ as we are called to be in Ephesians 6.  

Tell us about your work with Linda in B.I.R.D. Ministries.  

My wife, Linda, and I had operated B.I.R.D. Ministries since 2000, which included The House of Ruth, a residential program for women released from 
prison. Potter’s House now operates the House of Ruth. Linda is my rock. God said it is not good to be alone and God brought her to me. She has been 
a rock in my life and a wonderful partner in ministry.  

What called you to Lancaster County Prison to minister?  

It was about 10 years ago when David Hain was leaving for Africa and I had called about getting involved in a recovery ministry and he took me under 
his wing and God open the door under the SFPM umbrella. My specialty was addiction ministry.  

Can you give a story or two of your prison work that comes to mind?  

One of my past students was a repeat offender and the doctor told him he had to change his habits, or he was going to die. He got married, raised a 
family, and started his own business. Those are the results you want to hear. We also received many letters of those that went upstate that had made 
decisions to follow Christ. Our ministry was to plant the seed and let others cultivate the soil. At LCP we only had men a short time to work with before 
they were released or sent upstate.  
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the way Christians and non-Christians handled the pandemic. 
Unbelievers seemed to have a greater spirit of fear of the disease, but 
I found most Christians possessed a calm and peace within them as 
they weathered the storm. Romans 8:31 says, “If God be for us, who 
can be against us?” 

The Apostle John wrote: "Perfect love casts out fear” (1 John 4:18). The 
word perfect here is the Greek word teleioo, and it is often translated 
complete. So we could also say “Complete love casts out fear.” It is 
through gaps in our love of Christ that fear rises into human lives. If we 
have the love of Christ within us, we should have hope in every situation. 

The only fear a Christian should have is a healthy fear of God. Psalms 
19:9 says, “The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever.” This is a 
proper fear to have toward God and is true and righteous. Proverbs 9:10 
states, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the 
knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.” A fear of God imparts us 
with wisdom and knowledge of God through the Bible and its Holy ways 
of teaching us how to live well in this world and relating to situations.  

When fear comes against us we must always remember the words of 
Jesus: “Fear not.” 

In the Master’s Service, 
Del Burkholder

Joe and Linda Bird
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Joe Bird continued from page 2

Of Pop Quizzes and Tests 
Do you remember the feel of freedom at the end of a school year? Ah, summer! Nearly three blissfully 
unstructured months away from school! 

The children in a neighboring Amish family lived a half-mile from their small private school. For most of 
the school year they grabbed a ride in a van, or an older sibling took them by horse and buggy. 
Sometimes, on warmer spring days, they walked by our house on their route to school. David, the 
youngest in the family, was easily distracted with the passing of a loud pickup truck or a squirrel that 
scolded from a maple tree’s high branches. He would stop to gawk at the sights until an older sister called, 
“David! You’ll be late for school!” 

The years passed and David grew taller. Soon he made the trek to school alone, often riding a scooter. He 
pushed off on one leg, coasted a distance, and pushed again. And he still got easily distracted and stopped 
to dawdle on his way to school. In the afternoons he whizzed by as though trying to quickly create dis-
tance between himself and his schoolhouse. Clearly, his heart was not in his education.  

One warm May afternoon, I heard David coming even before he rounded the corner near our house. His loud song rose and fell with 
each kick that propelled his scooter. He built speed and stood tall to enjoy the ride, snatched his straw hat from his head, and tri-
umphantly raised it aloft while shouting, “Let freedom RINGGG!!” No one had to tell me it was David’s last day of school. 

Maybe he held the same thoughts another young friend expressed. “I can’t wait to get out of school,” she sighed. “Just think – no more 
tests! Never again!” 

Hah, I wanted to say, that’s when the tests really begin.  

All of life is a test. A test of mettle and my ability to cope with what comes my way. A test of character in my response to temptation. 
A test of my trust in a loving and faithful God even when life seems to go awry. 

I remember the dread when my high school teachers announced a pop quiz. There was no time to review information. Either I had it 
in my head, or I didn’t. Thankfully, pop quizzes generally counted for only a fraction of my final grade. Not so with tests. Their outcome 
made the biggest difference on my report card. Funny thing was, I found that I could manage decent grades if I regularly did my home-
work and studied purposefully. But if I crammed at the last minute, my score reflected my negligence. 

Life is much more like a pop quiz than a test, and the lesser pop quizzes are only preparation for the more significant tests. The sun may 
be shining brightly and – BAM! – the storm unleashes its fury in the form of a surprise diagnosis, an insult or betrayal, that unexpected 
phone call conveying news of a tragedy. There’s no time to prepare for such upheaval. 

Yet every day grants opportunity for preparation. The best textbook for life is the Bible. It offers invaluable guidance for navigation 
through this world. Have you read it today? Are you drawing strength from its pages? Does its wisdom run deep in your thoughts, 
actions, and reactions? 

Every test in life either makes us better or bitter,  
and every problem has the potential to either make us or break us.

Esther Zeiset

Your “Life Recovery Groups” were popular with prisoners. Tell us about the class.  

We found the Life Recovery Bible made a difference in inmates lives. You need to first surrender. That is step one. We provided Life Recovery Bibles and 
workbooks to participants in our Life Recovery Groups at LCP. Our materials combined both spiritual and practical aspects to present a balanced approach 
to life; one that encourages not only practical growth but also spiritual and emotional growth that will come from a close relationship with God.  

A favorite verse or saying that you hold close to your heart?  

My favorite verse would be Ezekiel 3:9, “I will make your forehead like flint. Be not afraid or dismayed of them.” In the ministry we do in recovery and 
addiction you need to be hardheaded and not discouraged easily.  

Anything else you would like to share.  

I would like to thank you and all of SFPM, the Board, and the chaplaincy I worked with, and also Lancaster prison officials and staff. Through SFPM it 
provided me a way in. I saw myself as a vessel and did what God wanted me to do during this season in my life.  

On behalf of all of us at Support For Prison Ministries, Thank You, Joe,  
for your faithful and fruitful service at Lancaster County Prison. 
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If you would desire to financially support Streams of Life Ministries’ work 
in prison and churches, you are welcome to give, as you are able. All  

donations are tax deductible, and will be followed with a receipt to the 
donor. If you are an inmate, we ask you not to donate to 
Streams of Life as it could jeopardize our status in the  

institutions in which we minister. 

Checks can be made payable to: Streams of Life Prison Ministry 
Support for Prison Ministries 
PO Box 727  
Brownstown, PA 17508 

To contact Streams of Life Prison Ministry 
717.859.5519 

sfpm@dejazzd.com 
www.SupportForPrisonMinistries.com

If you would like to be taken off the Streams of Life newsletter mailing list, 
please let us know by emailing delspeak@dejazzd.com or writing to  

Streams of Life Ministries, PO Box 727, Brownstown, PA 17508

If you are an inmate and would like a free copy  
of Del’s popular book on spiritual warfare,  

“Soldiers of the Cross”,  
you may request a free copy by writing  

Streams of Life Ministries 
PO Box 727 

Brownstown, PA 17508 
 
 

If you are a  
PA inmate, please 
include the new 
proper ship to 

address that the 
DOC requires for 

books from  
publishers with 

your request. 
 

Due to prison  
policy, we are not 
allowed to send to 

anyone else but 
the requesting 

inmate.


