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Growing in Wisdom and Understanding

Every day at Lancaster County Prison (LCP), the chaplain’s office receives many requests CHR|ST
from inmates, ranging from asking for a Bible, to requesting a visit from a chaplain, or =TSRV
asking to attend Bible Study. And every day there are numerous requests asking for the
next lesson in the Emmaus correspondence course.

In the Emmaus series, we offer 48 lessons. It starts off with the basics of scripture and
each lesson gets a bit harder and more in-depth. As they work through the lessons they
are growing in wisdom and understanding of the Bible and God’s love for them. When an
inmate completes 10 of the studies with a passing grade of 70% or higher, they receive a
Scofield Study Bible and after 20 studies they receive a Bible Dictionary. After they
complete the entire series, they get a certificate of completion. These awards are very
motivating to each person!

A book in the
Emmaus series

Monterey Chapel, in Leola, provides the graders for the studies. Every
Monday Shirley, from Monterey Chapel, drives to LCP and picks up all the
- finished studies from the week before. The lessons are set up in two parts:
multiple choice and short answers. Shirley gets on her computer and logs
, into the Emmaus website and grades the multiple choice section of the tests.
| Then she takes them to church and gives them to two other people who take
B them home and read the short answers and write comments back to the

™ inmates. Shirley then gathers them back and returns them to LCP on Monday
& when she comes to pick up the next batch of tests. Inmates love doing these
& | courses and really look forward to reading the
graders comments. We are grateful to
A Monterey Chapel for providing the graders for

e d these courses.

Qj‘ ! Del Burkholder, SFPM Director, was at a state
| prison event recently and was sitting next to
inmate Kerby Keller. Del has known Kerby
for years. Kerby came to Christ in the late
80’s partly through the work of Chaplain Dave
Myer at LCP. Kerby is serving a life sentence in a state facility. Kerby is a
caring, gentle individual. He is very well known for his mission fundraising
with other prisoners for providing funds for mission groups around the state.
Even though they are incarcerated and earn just cents per hour, many Christian
inmates’ tithe.

Shirley Boquist, grading the
multiple choice part of the

Emmaus test

At this event, Kerby was telling Del how influential the Emmaus Bible Course
was to his salvation. He said Emmaus is the best study he has ever seen in a : T
prison setting. What a testimony of fruit these lessons have brought forth over JEEALURSAEITIFI ETIUTRY TS

the years as hundreds of inmates have grown in wisdom and understanding! short answer part of the
Emmaus test




PRISON MINISTRY CONFERENCE
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(% X,&/ Saturday Morning, March 21, 2026
\ 38"/ Hinkletown Mennonite Church
i Roast Beef Fellowship Meal Following Conference

Program: Reaping Success in Prison Ministry
Presented by Support for Prison Ministries in conjunction with
We Care, Jubilee, and other prison ministries and aftercares.

Everyone welcome!
Registration required, More details coming

For more information email sfpmdb@gmail.com or call 717-859-5519

Drive-thru Roast Beef Dinner
Saturday, March 21, 2026
Hinkletown Mennonite Church
11:00 am to 1:00 pm or sold out

| Roast Beef
Mashed Potatoes
v yev yﬂiﬂ‘w' Corn
\\lv ‘w‘ﬂ’ _ Green Beans
C ¢€ Dinner Roll
Whoopie Pie
Drink

Thank you for coming to our chicken dinner on October 24!

Support for Prison Ministries board, chaplains, and volunteers, plus individuals from Potter’s House and We
Care came together at three locations to serve the chicken dinner to the community. Each location had a
system for packing the cold and hot dishes and serving them to persons as they drove through the pick up line.

A big thank you to Mellinger Mennonite Church, Dove Westgate, and Shady Maple/Good’s Store for allowing
us to use their parking lots to serve the meals. What a blessing!

Special thanks to the many business and personal sponsors
who helped cover the cost of the food. Thank you to each
. person who came, bought dinners, and donated generously!

This was the first year that we sold out at all three locations.
Thank you! If you missed it this year....we will be serving
"9 again on Friday, October 23, 2026!!




CHRISTWMAS BLESSINGS
ROW THE CHAPLAIWS OFTICE AT LANCAsSTER COWTY- prRISON anp-

THE YOUTH InTeRveTION Cceiek

Here is a peek at what the chaplains are looking forward to eating this Christmas!
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Remembering Erv Weaver
By Del Burkholder

- I want to recognize the passing of Erv Weaver in July. If I made a list of the top
., ten key individuals helping me in my prison ministry journey, Erv would be
y near the top.

It is said, “We have two ears and one mouth so that we can listen twice as much
as we speak.” Erv exemplified this and when he did speak, it was with great
wisdom.

He was a successful businessman at Adamstown Deere Country. He was also
the President of the Board for Streams of Life Prison Ministry from its
foundation in 2004 until its merger with Support for Prison Ministries in 2017.

Condolences to his family: Mary, Kelli and Dan, Joe and Bethany, and Carla.
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SEASON’S GREETINGS

On behalf of the board of directors and the chaplain staff of Support for
Prison Ministries, we wish you all a blessed Christmas. May you take time
to truly worship Jesus, not only as a baby in the manger, but as King of
Kings and Lord of Lords. Just as the wise men came with their gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh, may we give our resources, talents, and
hearts to follow the Lord Jesus.

We also encourage you to pray for and remember those in prison during the holidays. For many, this
can be the loneliest part of the year, as they remember past times with family and loved ones. And if
you are able to give a financial gift to support our ongoing ministry we would appreciate it. Your gifts
will help us balance the 2025 year and have funds to begin another year, as we continue to share God’s
hope and healing to those behind the bars.

INCREASING YOUR CHARITABLE GIVING: Donors can maximize their tax deductible giving. In addition to cash
contributions, Support for Prison Ministries can receive gifts from wills, trusts, donations of stocks or real
estate, life income plans and bequests. Professional counsel is available through SFPM staff and Everence
Financial Advisors.



