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The Chaplain’s Office welcomed two new team members and we would
like to introduce them to our Freedom Focus readers.

Meet Rebecca & Emily.
Hello! My name is Rebecca Gonzalez.

I am blessed to be married to my wonderful husband, and together we have
five amazing adult children. Originally from New York City, I moved to
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, as a teenager. Looking back, I can clearly see God's
hand guiding my life, even long before I recognized His purpose.

Although I was raised in a Christian home, I did not come to know Jesus Christ
as my personal Savior until 1992. That decision changed the course of my life.
As my relationship with the Lord grew, so did my love for His Word and my
desire to serve Him through ministry.    (continued on page 2)

Hello everyone!

My name is Emily Gockley and I am the new part-time Support for Prison
Ministries (SFPM) Administrative Assistant in the Prison. I am the daughter
of Jewel Sensenig who has been with SFPM for 22 years and the youngest
grandchild of Nelson Martin who was the Director of SFPM for 15 years. I
am excited to continue the family legacy of serving those behind bars who
need the love of Jesus.

As a child, I always loved when the SFPM auction season would come!
One reason was because mom would let my brother and I eat chicken
nuggets for supper because she was crazy busy. The other reason was 

because I loved helping put the food tray lots together. I was so proud to wear my little SFPM shirt that
went down to the floor while I matched canned goods onto the trays. At the time, I didn’t fully
understand what SFPM did, but I did know that they gave Bibles to prisoners. This cemented two things
in my little mind. One, that prisoners are people too. Two, that Jesus loved them just as much as
someone with their freedom.
                                                                                                                                                 (continued on page 2)



Meet Rebecca (continued from page 1)

For 14 years, I worked in the corrections field, where I encountered people from every walk of life. It
was there that God gave me the opportunity to advocate for others, encourage those who felt
forgotten, and witness firsthand the deep need for hope, grace, and redemption. Those years shaped
my heart in ways I never expected.

My journey with the Lord has not been without hardship. There was a season when I drifted away
from my faith and tried to navigate life on my own. Yet even in my wandering, God's love never let go
of me. In His mercy, He gently called me back, restored my heart, and reminded me that apart from
Him I can do nothing. What was once simply a faith I practiced became the very foundation on which I
now stand.

Today, I am humbled and deeply grateful that God has brought my story full circle. It is my joy and
privilege to serve as a chaplain, sharing the hope of the Gospel with those who often feel forgotten by
the world. My greatest desire is for every person I meet to know that no life is beyond God's
redeeming love and that His grace reaches into even the darkest places.

One of the verses that continues to anchor my heart is Philippians 4:7:
"And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus."

I am living proof that God's grace restores, His mercy never fails, and His faithfulness endures through
every season. I give Him all the glory for the journey He continues to write.

Meet Emily (continued from page 1)

Fast forward, I am now 24 years old.  I have experienced some intense health challenges the past 3
years. These health challenges left me with the inability to work most jobs. I have been an
administrative assistant for my church, Harbor Fellowship, for the past year and I really loved it. I
decided I should pursue a career in administration. My mom was talking one day about how the
office was so busy and they really needed an assistant. My brain lit up! I have been around prison
ministry since I was tiny. The prison does not scare me. I already understand the heart of SFPM. I said
to my mom “Hey, maybe I could do that position!” About three weeks later I was attending the
training to clear me to be in the prison. 

I have only been with SFPM about two weeks and already, I am in complete love with it. I can do what
I enjoy while giving Jesus to those behind bars. What a privilege to think of little Emily, happily
skipping about the auction passing out the food lots, to adult Emily passionately passing out Bibles
and the love of Jesus. A true blessing.



Remembering Chaplain Joe Bird
1941-2026

By Del Burkholder
 
I first met Joe when I started with SFPM in 2015. I always enjoyed our time
together and had great respect for him, always appreciating his honest and
hard-hitting style of bringing Jesus to inmates. I was particularly drawn to him
as previously several ex-military men had played an important part in my
early Christian walk. They carried themselves differently and were usually very
truthful and direct, this describes Joe.
 

Joe was born in Georgia and from 1959 to 1970 did 4 tours as a U.S. soldier in Vietnam. He was on the
way to fight as a mercenary, a hired professional soldier for a foreign country, when Christ came into
his life. He got rid of his weapons and choose to become a man of peace. He stated his military
background gave him the discipline to prepare him for service to Christ and he fervently became a
warrior for Jesus Christ, as we are all called to be in Ephesians 6. Joe never stopped being a “Soldier for
Christ.” 
 
Joe was a partner in ministry with his wife, Linda. Together they founded B.I.R.D. Ministries, a ministry
that provided housing for women after prison. Joe also ministered in Biblical recovery for those
coming from drug addiction. Joe started visiting Lancaster County Prison (LCP) in 1998 through
Chaplain Cody Hall. In 2010 he became a Chaplain Assistant for SFPM at LCP and led Addiction and
Manhood groups. He retired in 2021. 

 
 Joe’s favorite verse was Ezekiel 3:9, “I will make your forehead like flint. Be not afraid or dismayed of
them.” In his prison ministry of recovery and addiction he said, “You need to be hardheaded and not
discouraged easily.” 
 
Even after his retirement from LCP chaplaincy and B.I.R.D. Ministries there would be frequent calls to
me from Joe, then living in North Carolina. In his southern drawl Joe had a way of pronouncing my
name D-e-l that would seem to take forever to get out. He always uplifted me with his calls, and I
always hung up the phone knowing this man cared about me and the work of Support for Prison
Ministries.
 
LCP Chaplaincy Coordinator, Katie Harnish, said, “Joe had a heart for men bound by addictions and led
many groups helping them to understand what freedom and manhood looked like through Christ. He
was a willing servant to assist in any way necessary and shared his passion for God and joy to
everyone he met at Lancaster County Prison. He was a blessing to numerous individuals during his
many years with the Chaplain’s Office”! 
 
Nelson Martin, former SFPM Director said, "I remember two things; about Joe Bird; No matter what the
problem or challenge he faced, he always praised the Lord and had a verse or promise to claim for the
day. Secondly, he had a southern drawl accent and a ready laugh as he reflected on his life." 

We all miss Joe, but this Soldier of Jesus Christ has competed his tour of duty on earth. Rejoice and be
glad, because great is your reward in Heaven. Matthew 5:12 NIV 



PO Box 134, Lititz, PA  17543
717-859-5519

www.supportforprisonministries.com

INCREASING YOUR CHARITABLE GIVING: Donors can maximize their tax deductible giving. In addition to cash
contributions, Support for Prison Ministries can receive gifts from wills, trusts, donations of stocks or real estate, life
income plans and bequests. Professional counsel is available through SFPM staff and Everence Financial Advisors.
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Focus on FinancesFocus on FinancesFocus on FinancesFocus on Finances 2026 Budget: $517,698

TAKE OUT CHICKEN DINNERTAKE OUT CHICKEN DINNER
 Friday, October 23

Good’s Store/Shady Maple
from 1:00 pm – 5:30 pm*

1338 Main St, East Earl

Dove Westgate Church
from 2:00 pm – 5:30 pm*
1755 W Main St, Ephrata

Mellinger Mennonite Church
from 4:00 pm – 5:30 pm*

1916 Lincoln Hwy E, Lancaster

*Or until dinners are sold out

Available at three locations for your convenience! Take Out Only!


